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Health Department of Northwest Michigan COVID-19 Update 

  

Be like the Fiedlers: stay safe and get vaccinated 

 
For 72 years, Mark and Mildred “Milly” Fiedler have done things together – supporting their church, 
doing chores around the house, working around the yard, visiting with their family. On February 9, they 
were together once again to receive their first COVID-19 vaccination by the Health Department of 
Northwest Michigan. 
 
Mark, who turns 99 on April 28, and Milly, 93, drove themselves slowly and carefully the 12 miles from 
their home in Mancelona to the clinic at the Helena Township Hall in Alden where they joined hundreds 
of their neighbors receiving the vital vaccination. 
 
“We were so excited to get our shots,” Milly said in a recent telephone interview. “We both feel fine and 
have had no after-effects whatsoever.” The Fiedlers are scheduled to receive their second Pfizer vaccine 
dose on March 2. 
 
After Mark retired from the General Motors Truck and Coach plant in Pontiac, the couple bought Milly’s 
family home in 1980 and moved permanently from Highland, Michigan, to Mancelona. Milly worked in 
her church’s nursery school and together they raised their three children in the Highland area. When 
allowed, they look forward to resuming visits with their children, eight grandchildren, and 19 great 
grandchildren – with the 20th great grandchild due in May. 
 
For the past year, Milly said the couple has been taking precautions to remain healthy and safe. They 
wear their masks when the leave the house for grocery shopping or errands, limit their visits with family 
and friends, and keep active around the house. Almost daily, you can find Mark in his woodshop making 
bookcases or chests for their grandchildren and great-grandchildren, or breaking up pallets for firewood 
which he supplies to friends and neighbors. Milly keeps active around the house with chores. Computer 
savvy, she also keeps up with family and current events on Facebook. 
 
“When we go out, we do whatever the store says and wear our masks and stay a safe distance (from 
other shoppers),” Milly said. “We’ve been blessed with good health and want to stay that way,” she 
said, adding they look forward to “things opening back up” so they can go to restaurants and visit with 
family in larger gatherings. But until then, Milly said, “we accept the limitations and take it all in stride.” 
 
“The Fiedlers are the epitomy of what we are asking people to do – stay safe, wear your mask, and get 
vaccinated as soon as you can,” said Lisa Peacock, Health Officer with the Health Department of 
Northwest Michigan. “We are excited to be part of their healthy lifestyle and, like them, look forward to 
vaccinating more and more of our community members so we all can resume familiar activities and hug 
our family and friends,” Peacock said.  
 



 

 

Today, Wednesday, February 24, the Health Department of Northwest Michigan is reporting 13 new 
cases: Antrim (5), Charlevoix (1), Emmet (4), and Otsego (3) counties. As of 4 p.m. today, the health 
department is reporting: 

• Total COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim (923), Charlevoix (1,039), Emmet (1,511), 
and Otsego (1,163).  

• Recovered COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim (808), Charlevoix (924), Emmet 
(1,270) and Otsego (982).  

• Confirmed COVID-19 associated deaths in the following counties: Antrim (19), Charlevoix (12), 
Emmet (37), and Otsego (25). 

  

The State of Michigan is reporting 583,964 cases and 15,405 deaths.  

  

Stay up to date on the latest information in the Health Department of Northwest Michigan jurisdiction 

by liking and following our Facebook page and visiting our COVID-19 Data Dashboard. To locate a 

testing facility, visit the Michigan COVID-19 Test Finder website. To track the risk levels of COVID-19 

pandemic indicators, visit the MI Safe Start Map website. For more information regarding the COVID-19 

vaccine, visit the MDHHS vaccine website or the CDC vaccine website. 

 

CUTLINE: 

Milly and Mark Fiedler of Mancelona, 93 and 98 respectively, shown at their first COVID-19 vaccination 

at a clinic held by the Health Department of Northwest Michigan, look forward to getting their second 

vaccine on March 2.  

https://www.facebook.com/nwhealthdepartment/
http://nwhealth.org/covid19dash2.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-99891_99912-531745--,00.html
https://www.mistartmap.info/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html
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